
UNM SCHOOL OF LAW 

FACULTY MEETING 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 3:08 p.m. 

 

Attendance: Marsha Baum, Reed Benson, Barbara Bergman, Paul Biderman, Barbara 

Blumenfeld, Camille Carey, Barbara Creel, Eileen Gauna, Erik Gerding, Laura 

Gómez, Ann Hemmens, April Land, John LaVelle, Nathalie Martin, José martin, 

Alfred Mathewson, David Myers, Mike Norwood, Sergio Pareja, Carol Parker, 

Liz Rapaport, Carol Suzuki, Gloria Valencia-Weber, Kevin Washburn, Peter 

Winograd, Christine Zuni Cruz 

 

Students: Brian Close, Kate Gleeson 

 

Staff/Sr. Admin: Sandra Bauman, William Jackson, Peggy Lovato, Bonnie Stepleton 

 

I. Approval of March 2, 2010, Meeting Minutes – Dean Washburn 

A motion to approve the minutes of the March 2
nd

 meeting as presented was made, 

seconded, and passed by unanimous vote. 

 

II. Announcements – Dean Washburn 

a. Assistant Dean Bonnie Stepleton made the following announcements: 

i. Faculty planning to attend graduation should notify Nancy Huffstutler immediately 

as the order for regalia is due on March 3
rd

. 

ii. Faculty should send nominations for honors and awards to Asst. Dean Stepleton as 

soon as possible. 

iii. First-year orientation will be held August 19 – 20, 2010. 

b. Associate Dean Carol Parker asked faculty to please provide specific need-by dates 

when making book order requests of the Library. 

c. Dean Washburn provided budget scenarios based on the Governor’s possible actions in 

regard to signing the State budget presented by the legislature. 

d. Dean Washburn presented an update on the 60 for 60 initiative and strongly 

encouraged faculty to submit a written contribution to the effort. 

e. Professor Sergio Pareja announced that students from Guanajuato will be arriving and 

attending classes at UNMSOL during the week of March 7
th

. 

f. IPL Director Paul Biderman reminded faculty of the Ethics in Government lecture on 

March 31
st
. 

g. Professor John LaVelle reminded faculty of the 35
th

 Annual Indian Law Conference at 

Buffalo Thunder, April 8-9, and asked that students be excuse from class to attend. 

h. Professor April Land provided additional information on honors and awards 

nominations and faculty donations. 

i. Professor Nathalie Martin provided details and a reminder of the upcoming retirement 

party. 



 

III. Appointments Committee Report – Professor Liz Rapaport 

a. Professor Rapaport reminded faculty of last meeting’s presentation, summarized as 

follows: 

i. Year one (next year, FY11) – conduct searches for three appointments, potentially 

laterals, for: 

1. Civil procedure/litigation, preferably an anchor quality hire 

2. Business and tax clinician/economic justice 

3. Property or constitutional law 

ii. Year two (FY12) – conduct searches for two appointments: 

1. Clinician, possibly a clinic director 

2. Indian law 

iii. Year three and beyond will be an ongoing process of evaluating the yield of the 

first two years over and against the current and future gaps (created by pending 

retirements, etc.) 

b. Professor Rapaport thanked faculty for, and summarized, the feedback she and the 

committee had received regarding this hiring scenario. 

c. She also delineated a proposed timeline for year-one hiring, the committee’s 

recommendation being to begin the process as quickly as possible. 

d. General comments and discussion ensued. 

e. A proposal to conduct a straw vote to get a feel of the faculty’s comfort level about 

moving ahead with the committee’s proposed hiring plan was made, seconded and 

passed by unanimous vote. 

f. The straw vote was conducted, which by show of hands indicated a high majority of 

the faculty are comfortable with moving ahead with the committee’s proposed hiring 

plan. 

 

IV. Remodel of Room 2404 – Associate Dean Carol Parker 

a. Dean Parker distributed and provided an explanation of architectural drawings for the 

central moot courtroom. 

b. The purpose of the refurbishing is to create a more useful multipurpose room. 

c. Comments and discussion proceeded throughout and following Dean Parker’s brief 

presentation. 

d. A motion was made and seconded to call the question of proceeding with the 

refurbishing of 2404 as presented with the inclusion of potential modifications 

suggested during the conversation. The motion to move forward with the remodel 

passed by a heavy majority. 

 

V. Proposed Curriculum for 2010-11 – Associate Dean Barbara Bergman 

a. Dean Bergman referred faculty to the draft reports distributed via e-mail prior to the 

meeting, acknowledging some minor changes would be made based on feedback 

received during the intervening time. 

b. The committee recommended the faculty generally approve the proposed curriculum. 

c. A motion to approve was made, seconded and passed by unanimous vote. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:05 p.m. 



 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Sandra Bauman 

Administrative Assistant to the Dean 
















