
UNM SCHOOL OF LAW 
FACULTY MEETING 

Tuesday, February 9, 2010 
 
The meeting was called to order at 3:08 p.m. 
 
Attendance: Megan Argo, Marsha Baum, Reed Benson, Barbara Bergman, Paul Biderman, 

Barbara Blumenfeld, Michael Browde, Eileen Cohen, Barbara Creel, Chris Fritz, 
Eileen Gauna, Laura Gómez, Ann Hemmens, Steven Homer, April Land, Ernesto 
Longa, Antoinette Sedillo Lopez, José Martinez, Alfred Mathewson, David 
Myers, Mike Norwood, Helen Padilla, Sergio Pareja, Carol Parker, Liz Rapaport, 
Theresa Strike, Carol Suzuki, Sherri Thomas, Kevin Washburn 

 
Students: Brian Close, Kate Gleeson, Erin McSherry, Jennifer Duprez, Maggie Murray 
 
Staff/Sr. Admin: Sandra Bauman, Hannah Farrington, Susan Mitchell, Bonnie Stepleton, 
 
I. Announcements 

a. Dean Washburn announced that the tuition differential line had “fallen out” of the 
legislative budget while in subcommittee. He and three SOL students are working hard 
towards reinstating it. There is no other budgetary information at this point. 

b. Thanks to Associate Dean Carol Parker’s efforts, and largely due to the need to comply 
with ABA and ADA requirements, we have received about $230K for capital 
improvements, specifically the installation of automatic door openers on remaining 
doors, adding technology to some rooms, and remodeling 2404. 

c. Associate Dean Barbara Bergman has been in contact with Justice Charles Daniels 
regarding the Supreme Court hearing oral arguments at the Court of Appeals as an 
educational opportunity for the Law School. She will, via e-mail, poll the faculty 
regarding dates and times, and send the results to Justice Daniels. The Supreme Court 
would like to do what they can to accommodate the SOL’s schedule. 

d. Dean Washburn announced the addition of a second faculty meeting in March, likely 
on March 2nd. 
 

II. Approval of January 20, 2010 Meeting Minutes 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the January 20th meeting as 
presented. The faculty voted unanimously in favor of approval. 

 
III. Writing Assessment Committee Report and Recommendations – Associate Dean Barbara 

Bergman 
a. Dean Bergman drew the faculty’s attention to the committee’s report which had been 

distributed via e-mail, with copies available during the meeting. She reminded 
everyone of the committee’s charge, and briefly described its activities and process 
over the past number of months. 

b. She provided the reasoning behind each of the five recommendations described in the 
report. 



c. Dean Bergman then invited discussion, which ensued, including input from students, 
faculty and senior administration staff.  

d. Dean Bergman thanked everyone, stating the committee would utilize the comments 
and concerns to revise the recommendations and distribute them before the next faculty 
meeting, when they would be up for another discussion and action by vote. 
 

IV. Summer Research Grant Policy – Dean Kevin Washburn 
a. Dean Washburn excused students and any staff who were not interested in remaining 

for the discussion of this agenda item. 
b. The Dean called faculty’s attention to the existing policy, asking for general feedback 

to help his understanding of the need for potential changes moving forward. 
c. He reiterated he would like to accelerate the application process in order to utilize 

funds available this year, rather than the historical method of these grants being paid 
out of the following year’s budget, due to the future budgetary uncertainty. 

d. Discussion ensued. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:57 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sandra Bauman 
Administrative Assistant to the Dean 


























