
 
School of Law Library 
MSC11 6080 
1 University of New Mexico 
Albuquerque, NM 87131-0001 
Telephone (505) 277-0939 
FAX (505) 277-0068 

 
 
This document was scanned pursuant to the express permission of 
its author and rights holder. 
 
The purpose of scanning this document was to make it available to 
University of New Mexico law students to assist them in their 
preparation and study for Law School exams.  
 
This document is the property of the University of New Mexico 
School of Law.  Downloading and printing is restricted to UNM Law 
School students.  Printing and file sharing outside of the UNM Law 
School is strictly prohibited.   
 
NOTICE: WARNING CONCERNING COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS 
 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States 
Code) governs the making of photocopies or other reproductions of 
copyrighted material. 
 
Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives 
are authorized to furnish a photocopy or other reproduction.  One of 
these specified conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is 
no to be “used for any purpose other that private study, 
scholarship, or research.”  If the user makes a request for, or later 
uses, a photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excess of “fair 
use,” that user may be liable for copyright infringement. 
 
This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying 
order if, in its judgment, fulfillment of the order would involve 
violation of copyright law. 
 



~V~51:l
;.;..;;..:--

. ~ .

Subject

\.(Date Number

~

Write your number, title of course and date above
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Family Law

Semester II, 2004

Professor Sedillo Lopez
May 7, 2004
May 12, 2004
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

c=.JNM School of Law
~inal Examination
'=:;I'hree Credits

INSTRUCTIONS-- -

YOU MA Y TAKE A CALCULA TOR INTO mE EXAM
~OOM. YOU MAY NOT TAKE ANY OTHER MATERIAL WITH YOU
r-. NTO THE EXAM ROOM AND YOU MAY NOT CONSUL T
~NYTHING ELSE DURING THE EXAMINAllON.

Answer each question fully. Use relevant statutes, case law and
~licy considerations to analyze each problem thoroughly. Do not simply

. . .
e=xpress your opInIon.

Clearly identify your answers in your bluebooks. Please write neatly,
~ i~ and on only one side of each btue book page. Clarity of expression
\--viII improve your score.

GOOD LUCK!!!

END OF INSTRUCTIONS-- -- - - -- -

[Exam begins on next page]



,,~,~"""~'~1~F;~"-'\ \O-~
Question One (45 Minutes) t; . .
Henry and Jessica met in 1998, when he was 21 and she was 23. At the time, he was a
_s~cessful ~ouni busin~~~~~ who had alreadybYilt up a bu~s worthff niillioo\
dollars. However, Jessica was ~aware of the worth of the h1)~ine~s. Jessica had just
started to work in a l2ubli£ relations firm. After they had been seeing each other for a
year, Jessica 4iscovered th-JiLshe was pregnant. They decided to marry. but Henry had
reservations and insisted that they enter into a.l2re-nul2tial a~eement under which Jessica
would receive Qo~ore than $100,000 in the event of a divorce occurring§lh~~~

t~ofthe marriage. If the marriage lasted It)ore than 5 ):ears, reg1lJ~r nrinrinlp~ of New
'~ico community property law would apply. Jessica told him that she was fiQ,t
Jnarr~ini 1!!!!l for the money and signed the agreement ~lt l:e~~;D.a it_-

After the wedding, ~suffered a miscarriag~. She became very depressed and began
to drink heavily. She was .fired frO!!! her job for being drunk and abusive to clients. Henry
palQ for alcohol and substance abuse counseling and she gradually recovered. However
she still suffers from bouts of depression. She found it difficult to obtain a new job and
spent a few months working for Henry. However, she did not enjoy the work and gave it
up, although she. id entertain Henry's business friends at home from time to t'me. She
started to do voluntary work for a local children's charity. Hemy belittled her and
constantly told her that ~~~as i~ "a £retty ~a~e". He was very disappointed that she
had decided not to become pregnant agaIn until her mental health improved. On one" n., D \IJ'C
occasion, when he was drinking, he slaDDed her so hard that two of her teeth were l.L""-' l,I..'

l~d and she required e_xpensivedental car~.

Two years after their marriage, tle~h~Q. !!! affai~ withhi~~~£~, Georgina, a single
mother with two children under 5, who lives in a rented apartment near their home. After
2 1/2 years of the affair, he has decided that his relationship with Jessica has no future
and w' Geor ina. His business is ~ worth over 5 million
~. Their home was purchased for .00 0 dollars shortly after the marriage and isnow worth 3_~O dollars. -

What are the issues raised b~the fo ing and how are they likely to be resolved?

Question Two (45 minutes, '. ')j)
~

Bill and Mabel were 4ivorced in Bernalillo County, Albuquerque, New Mexic~_2000.)

Under the terms of their separation agreement, which was ~orporate~ into the dIvorce
de~ee Mabel was to have J2rimary physical custody of their three- year old child Joseph.
They were to have ~WiDt legal~~ ~. Bill was entitled to visitation.e~ch Wedne~day
night and eyerv other wee~. Under the agreement Mabel was to keep Joseph in '~the
~~~e~~eo~~1?hical ~ea" and would not m~~e- more than 2~1~ without Bill's
pnor pemlission. Bill agreed to pay chilg SUDDort in the amount 0~:??.Q.Ji month and
..a!~~?::.Y-n the amount o@ a month.



~ If you were Bill's lawyer, how would you advise him of his rights and options in this

'4.(J) matter?
\- ~ If you were Mabel's lawyer how would you advise her of her rights and options in this

l \VY matter?

~IfYOU were Sam's lawyer, how would you advise him ofms rights and options in this

~ matter?

Question Three (60 minutes) \'0.00
In 1990 Jim enlisted in the lJDited StQtp~ ..A[1Dy and after basic training he was ordered to
report to his unit in Saudi Arabia. After he entered the army Jim had ~nnancnt
address other than his current army base. While Jim was stationed in Saudi Arabia he met--Fatima, a resident of that country. He converted from the Methodist faith to Islam and.
married Fatima in a Moslem ceremony which was conducted according to ~a11rli Arahiil)
~ Under Saudi la;; a ~oslemman~~ve UR tQ four wives and must be a
qomjciliary of Saudi Arabla i.n order to marry in Saudi Arabia.
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Jim continued to operate a profitable wholesale lobster business in Maine. He also
onverted ethodism. He met a Methodist woman named Melba ~ in Portlandand in ~ 99 m . . . aw. In the application for a marriage

license he stated at he had ~~viousl~ been involved in a void marria~ut was now
free to marry. The clerk expressed some doubts, but after questioning Jim the marriage
license was issued.

Jim was r.~y served by certified mail with a complaint and summons for divorce in
an action filed by Fatima. §h~~ ~ divnrl'P nn ~rounds that Jim committed adultery'
with Melb~. She also seeksAlimony,~c~o!Jy, ~hild sup~~and aJ?!QQe~i~
juagment awarding her a. one-h~f interest in Jim's business.

~
The complaint alleged that the parties were married under Saudi Arabian law while the
wife was a domiciliary and citizen of that country and alleged that Jim committed
adultery with Melba. Fatima seeks a.Qoe-half inJ&I~n Jim's business. or its dollar value.
Fatima had earlier begun an~ction for child ~"pport in New Mexico court in which the~'
court ordered Jim to p~$2QO a wee~ for the support of Melina Salem. Jim received
notice by mail of the child support order but.Dp:vpr p~i~ ~n~r ameUAt. believing it was

("Unfair of Fatima to expect him to pay support for a child she had "stolen" from him
\ without even telling him she was leaving. A ~support enforcement lawvex now has
served Jim with a complaint seeking to register the New Mexico child supoort iudQment
in Maine and to hold Jim in c~~or failure to pay the child support arrearage.

When Jim explained all this to Melba. she said, "what kind of nut have I married?" Melba
h~ now !eft Jim and filed an annulment action in the Maine court alleging that Jim1 s-a:-bigamist. Jim has been personally served with the complaint and summons. . - -

~.
,.# \

(~ .-i 'lt9i-

~~
1. Using examples from cases and statutes. discuss whether the law provides an adequate'
definition of 'family' to protect individuals' relationships and their consequences.

Policy Question (30 minutes) I-,~~

Please choose one: \,::::~'-~"'--"""

~v
I

~ 2. Using the material we studied this semester, selec~~ two_f~ily law principles V
V that you believe are examples of bad public policy. Describe the principles and explai~

in detail, your concerns.
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